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good, the month is February. Thus, by all the tradi-
tions of El-Boaree, all the decisions of Aboo-Hanifeh.,
and all the glosses of Aboo-Yoosef, a transaction for the
very tendrils would be illegal, let alone the grapes.
On the other hand, the bargain is an advantageous one.
How can it be brought about ?

Witnesses are summoned to the 'Divan' of Ebn~
Tahir; and all other suitable preparatives for an act
of transfer are made in due form. The master of the
house then gives the word, and a servant enters the
assembly, conducting with him a cat, not harmless only
but necessary on this occasion. Our readers must not
push the association of ideas so far as to suppose that
the feline animal is specially selected on account of
certain hypocritical qualities with which it may be
endowed; any other quadruped or biped would do as
well, but cats are generally most convenient to hand
indoors. Accordingly enter puss, with a couple of
grape branches suspended across her back by a string.
A pair of olives, of brick or stone clippings, of pieces
of soap, or of any substance whatever may hold place,
according to the subject-matter of the proposed con-
tract. c Bear witness all you here present, that I have
sold this load of grapes to Mohammed el-Feyomee
for twenty thousand piastres/ says Ahmed. 'Bear
witness all present that I have bought them of Ahmed
Ebn-Tahir at the same price/ subjoins Mohammed.
Papers are signed and registered accordingly; and a
private understanding transfers the entire transaction
to the vineyard produce at nine or ten months' date.
Meanwhile the consciences of the parties concerned are
quieted by the real existence of something belonging to
the kind recorded in the deed of sale at the actual time
of the sale itself.

A very childish proceeding, and belonging to a class